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of conquest; they were left, indeed, to be governed, as
had been the case with the subject Roman population in
all the German conquests, by their own laws and their
own magistrates. The constitution of the Latin Empire
was the same with that of the kingdom of Jerusalem,
founded in the midst of a population chiefly Moham-
medan ; their code of law was the Assises of Jerusalem.
No Greek was admitted to any post of honour or
dignity till after the defeat and capture of the Emperor
Baldwin. Then his successor, the Emperor Henry,
found it expedient to make some advances towards con-
ciliation ; he endeavoured to propitiate by honourable
appointments some of the leading Greeks. But to this
he was compelled by necessity. The original Crusaders
gradually died off, or were occupied in maintaining
their own conquests in Hellas or in the Morea; only
few adventurers, notwithstanding the temptations and
promises held out by the Latin Emperors, arrived from
the West. The Emperor in Constantinople became a
sovereign of Greeks. It is surprising that the Latin
Empire endured for half a century: had there been any
Greeks of resolution or enterprise, Constantinople at least
might have been much sooner wrested from their hands.
The establishment of Latin Christianity in the East
was no less a foreign conquest It was not Establish-
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the conversion of the Greek Church to the Christianity.
creed, the usages, the ritual, the Papal supremacy of
the West; it was the foundation, the super-induction of
a new Church, alien in language, in rites, in its clergy,
which violently dispossessed the Greeks of their churches
and monasteries, and appropriated them to its own uses.
It was part of the original compact between the Vene-
tians and the Pranks, before the final attack on the
city, that the churches of Constantinople should ba